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UNCLASSIFIED 

I. WEATHER 
 

• Today: Cloudy then rain after 1PM. Chance of 
precipitation is 30%. High 50°. Low 44°. 

 

 
 

II. DEVELOPMENTS OF NOTE 
 

National Capital Region  
 

• District of Columbia: The Smithsonian 
Metrorail Station will temporarily be closed 
from system opening through early afternoon 
due to the March for Life on the National Mall. 
During the temporary closure, Orange, Blue, 
and Silver Line trains will bypass the 
Smithsonian station. In conjunction with the 
events on the National Mall, several street 
closures and emergency no parking are in 
effect until the end of the event. Link   

 

• Arlington County: Arlington County Fire and 
Metro Transit PD responded to the Courthouse 
Metro Station after a woman suffered a 
medical emergency, fell off the platform onto 
the tracks and was struck by a train. Trains 
bypassed the Courthouse Station while 
emergency services removed the patient. The 
woman suffered non-life-threatening injuries 
and was transported to a local hospital. Link   

 

• District of Columbia: The southbound lanes 
on I-295 at Eastern Ave NE were blocked 
overnight due to a vehicle crash. Southbound 
traffic was diverted at Eastern Ave NE. The 
lanes are now open. 

United States 
 

• Maryland/Boston: State Fire Marshals in both 
Maryland and Boston are warning parents of a 
new viral teen social media challenge, which 
may result in fire incidents and cause serious 
injuries. The video challenges viewers to plug a 
phone charger into an electrical outlet and slide 
a penny onto the exposed metal prongs. There 
haven’t been any reported incidents in 
Maryland, but there have been two incidents 
reported in Boston. Link 

 

 
An electrical outlet was scorched inside a classroom at 

Plymouth North High School in Boston after two students 
performed a dangerous viral trend found on the TiKTok app 
where a penny was stuck between the outlet and a phone 

charger that was partially plugged in. 
(Source: Maryland State Fire Marshal’s Office) 

 

World 
 

• Global: On Thursday, members and advisors 
of the Emergency Committee met with the 
Director-General of the World Health 
Organization (WHO) to discuss the outbreak of 
the novel coronavirus 2019 and whether this 
event constitutes a Public Health Emergency of 
International Concern (PHEIC). Members 
believe it is too early to declare a PHEIC, given 
the virus is restrictive and binary nature. Link 

 
 
 

https://wtop.com/dc/2020/01/march-for-life-2020-what-you-need-to-know/
https://www.arlnow.com/2020/01/23/breaking-person-struck-by-train-at-courthouse-metro-station-2/
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/MDFIRE/bulletins/277cb2e
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/23-01-2020-statement-on-the-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-regarding-the-outbreak-of-novel-coronavirus-(2019-ncov)

